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DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIOLOGY IN THE
PHILIPPINES
BENICIO T. CATAPUSAN, Ph.D.

Membe1 Board :of National Education a.nd Unesco
. P»lnhppme Commission

w

Somelogy in the Phxhppmes 18 an outcome of decades of soqulogxce.l
.development in Europe and the United States, a movement which began
with August -Comte and :progressed further thmugh Herbert Spencer, Pro-
. fessors  Zimme.,” Ward; -Sumner, -Small, Giddings and Eliweod. For the
‘purpose of this study, the «discyssion will be confined solely to the develop-

ment of Somology an.the. J?h;hpp;nps, rather lhap the proof of the e:gs&encc .
- of -Philippine ‘Saciology -which to the writer’s mind is as yet pon:existent.
Although on_ the surface, one - may be led to beheve that there is ong in

'mtmpretanon of the emphasxs glven Somolog-y fmm the earhest pgnod:
-the' present... s 4 Rkt e
© The Early Develo ment Our records tevea.l that thxs countryvs in-

 terest in ‘Sociology dates back to 1899—with emphasis on Social Phidosophy

-and a light interest in Penology and Criminology. 1In 1911, the:appearance

of Social Ethics and General Sociology in the curriculum of - practically
2y all ‘private colleges and universities in Manila was noted. In the samec

S vear, the first course in Sociology was recorded in the University of the

Philippines. A few years later, a section devoted to Sociology was or-

ganized under the department of Anthropology. This arrangement con-

tinued until 1946. . The situation was blamed on poor famhtlps and the lack
of -well-trained. Socxology instructors,-
"By ° 1919, the ‘interest in Somology had spread to th:a Visayan IsTands

- but the mtbooks used throughout the archipelago were -of Occidental

- origin. ~For lack of local materials .on the sub;ect then, these. textbooks

met the immediate needs of the time. - :
7. - In Y939, °Macaraig’s Introduction to Saczology appeared in response

7" 7 toa long felt need for.a local approach to Sociology. The treatise revolved

around the Filipino culture -and -its -beliefs; it further elaborated on the

general sociological principles’of the Occident as applied in the Philippines.

.. "Fhe book'remained in demand for almost #en years. At about this time,
. " subjects in Social Wotk also appeared in the State University curriculum,

: ‘Mea.nwhﬂe, the’ need ‘for more. up-to~-date social -data was again felt

Western Socxology textbooks. provided the answers once again, but-lack of -

locally written Sociology texts inevitably gave way to ill-pre outlines

"based on textbooks from the West. Although the Western textbooks help-

~ed fill the needs then, this measure did not help to enrich cur socieogical

“tool-kit” mnor -the development of social thoughts in this country. -In

most cases, Sociology was taught only as a purely mormative subject, and

. the ana.lysxs of socxologlcal pnnmples was oftenumes, xI not totslly, over

looked. R : : .
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Post War Sociology. After the war, Sociology was separated from the
Anthropology department, even as Social Work in the State University was
preparing for its independence becausc of its expanding program. Hap-
pily, such separation led toward the offering of undergraduate concentration
and graduate courses in Sociology and Sccial Work respectively.

The growing inierest in these fields led many Filipino students o go
to the United States for advance training; this trend added more Filipinos
to the staff in the State University’s Department of Sociology. At the
‘same time, rneans were taken for the changing and increasing needs of
this Atomic Era.- For example, in 1952 a course in Sociology as given in
a local university strong emphasized creative social living and telic social
planning as a means -of creating a bettel social order. .

%%, It is-not enough~that we know the facts about society, about social
‘institutions and their problems.
-building. of -a better,’ ‘happier, “wiser, “and ‘more peaceful -society.. There
- “must‘be-a transformation-in’ the' lives of- the students-of “Sociology, if ithey
-~ lare to’ help-transform society, and if they are to -take part in directing - '
: - tsocial -progress. - Every student should be ‘creative, socio-centered -instead S
fof being ego-centric;-he- should-inspire to give his best contributionto.
- society; identifying-himself with society.and promoting not only his welfare

- -;-and social, is met successfully and intelligently, so too the individual.be- .
- - -’comes matured -and"socialized... . . - - ' s '

» - It. takes matured-individuals to dévélof;‘ a matured so'c.iéf.y. Ittakes L

- creative ‘individuals -to envision a creative society. Before a citizen ‘can
runderstand society, he must first solve his own personal problems. Hence
the problem approach is used in Sociology. The facts and information

acquired are used as tools in problem-solving, whether personal and social; -
therefore never to be regarded as ends in themselves. -
o Sociclogy and the Curriculum. Next to be noted is the recent re-
quirement of fifteen units in Social Science for graduation in Liberal Arts

_ and six units for the Education and Normal courses. This requirement’ L

“naturally provides more.room for the -much needed broadening. of and the ™"

.. ~liberalizing ‘influence .on education. - Moreover, the liberal empﬁasié .on -

" “Rural:Sociology-and Adult Education ynll open new vistas;and greatér;op- -~ -’ .

*" " ,portunities or more ‘social service. -.7: USRNSSR

.+ -u._Moreover, in the private schools and -colleges;, a new fééwiﬁém”'ng
* “manifests-itself. . This is indicated in the increasing interest in enriching :
‘ v—_Phe -gocial study requirements to not less than that of a major subject

-~ - in’both the undergraduate and graduate levels. Many colleges also_pro-
..-wide: for a major in -Social- Work. This trend gives ‘the colleges and -

" universities wider latitude for -offering courses in Sociology, i.e., Educational

~Sociology, Social Suriey, History of Social Thoughts, Social Psychology, -

. xsthe Family, Sociological Foundation of -Education, Social Pathology, Crea-" *~-7- -

tive Personal and Social Living, Social Work; Social Psychology. of Leader- T
_ship, Rural Family Relations, Community Organization, géommiyﬁityl.ézdg- o
«ship, Social Change, Social Distance, Social Anthropology; not to to mention. .

. sthe'rich offerings in So¢ial Work. - - . .. R
The Increasing Recognition of Sociclogy. The mpo rtance. of Swo. S

logy to national planning was first noted in 1951, when the ° ¢
. ) Y in . ,-when' the ‘Homemak .
and Mother; Cooperative, Inc. (HOMOCO), the National -Home’ azr;

The-facts should be used as tools in the -

"% 3. Fostering studies on population distribution in the Philip
. thié aim of helping guide policy on

o ®
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family Workshop, and organizations sponsored by different, responsible
governmental and non-governmental agencies and institutions in the Phil-
ippines sought the assistance of the writer in making community surveys—
2 project which helped in the opening of a new vistz in social planning.
Again in the early part of 1952, the Philippine Council for United States
Aid and the U.S. Mutual Security Agency (now the I.C.A.) invited
a few Filipino and American sociologists including the writer to serve as
consultants in the survey of rural communities, the findings of which were
published by the .Philippine -government under the title Rural Philippines.
The book contains a rich.stock of social data on rural Philippines -which
became the bases for .the equitable and adequate distribution of economic
2ids to various localities .or. regions in the Philippine Archipelago.

. Increasing -recogrition_ of-. the -importance -of Sociology ultimately re-
quires'a’substantial supply:of well-trained sociologists. - - The continued lack
.:of such,sociologists ‘means;the ‘teaching -of :Sociology by unprepared teach- -
“ers. Poor quality.in-teaching will .naturally -result in loss.of -confidericein
.'Sociology- and its: ultimate :shadowing into a2 miinor- role ‘in-'the-curriculum.
‘In answer to these problems;.ithe Philippine -Sociological -Society ‘'was or-
.:ganizéd-in 1952;- The objectives of ' the ‘Society -are: ‘(:1): To ‘increase the
knowledge-of social behavior -of .the. individuals;:(2) .To gather .data. on
-social sproblems :and - theif, possible :solutions;-(3), "To train teachers’.and
. research .personnel inthe{field of. social: science and (4) To develop.an
increasing social -understanding, awareness,: and . consciousness ;among - the
membe;:s; oL, o _-;14 v fx oY 4 T e 4 S pEEE '_:_i L ampE L ,“_ L

. The year 1952 may well be co idered the period of ascendancy for
Souciology in this country. -The enthusiasm and general interest generated
about the subject resulted in-the publication of Elementary Sociology, (later
printed under the title Sociology in the Philippine Setting), Juvenile Dziin-
quency and Crime, Patterns of Social Tension and Accomodation, and So-
ciology, works by the writer and co-authored by his wife. .

“The ‘Golden Era of Sociclogy. The emphasis on Sociology and Social
Work “continued to “be ‘recognized with the founding of the Philippine
- School:of “Sodidl Work: Tt 1s still noted in the ‘continued interest of ‘the
““Unesco’ Philippine Commission, which registered 2 special ‘interest .that Sti-
*imiilated Further ‘researchalong ‘the following lines: Ty
-* 1. Encouraging studies on Social and Eccnomic tensions as a stepto-
" wards ‘the elimination “of -confilcts. *- o ' L
" 9. Promoting studies on the impact of the current Economic Mobili-
.zation’Programme of the Government upon the ‘social life of the people:with
‘a view .developing techniques that will reduce to the mimmum social ma-
1adjustments caused by the- introduction of technological knowhow, while
- at the: same ‘time’ insuring‘economic advancement. ' SR

pmes ‘with
‘the land settlement programme and com-
munity devélopment programmeé of sparsely populated arease, and in {qitgr-

* ing community improvement of -thickly populated areas.

-" 7 4 Encouraging studies on the status of women in non-christian areas
{or. the/purpase of promoting :the advancement of women therein ‘assuming
‘equal rights to men, ~ . : ' B

-~ "+ 5, Encouraging studies of non

. -homogenous communities as a basis-of
formulating suggestions -on.their social integration. o -
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6. Promoting studies on attitudes of the peopie toward their own gov-
ernment activities with a view of throwing Light on measure needed to ef-
fect closer collaboration between the peopie and the government.

7. Fostering studies on the structure and functoning of agencies en-
gaged in social service and welfare work for the purpose of securing more
etfectve collaboration among them.

8. Encouraging studies of the reactions of socially backward peoples

~to amelioration measures. - : : .
' It is hoped that in the future, the ‘Sociology program will attract in-
ternational minds and lead to eventual representation in-the International
Meetings of Social Scientists. Already a signal contribution toward this
direction is the fact that in November, 1953, the Philippine Sociological

* ... "Society was represented in the Science Congress held in :Manila,: at-which
- . =Congress the writer read a paper on Social Distance in.-the Philippines. = :
. .=Again in 1956, ‘the -Society was represented in the International ‘Confer-- '

: Pattérns of Social:Tension and Accomodaiion was read:is." - - -
.. Happily also, there is sufficient evidence of social”statistics

+ “-gists ‘can offer in ‘this direction.” This benefit may bé espécially noted in
" the wide use of sociological tools in educational, social, and personal guid-
ance.
‘more and more in human adjustments, in classroom guidance, in mental
" hygiene, and in social investigation. The enthusiasm in the application of
these sociological tools is so'great that a school of Sociz® Work was founded
with the view of furnishing trained social workers to the welfare or caring
.institutions viz., the National Psychopatic Hospital, National Orthopedic
. ,-Hospital, Philippine Naticnal Red Cross, Orphanage, Boys and Girls Train-
.. »ing Schools, Boys Town, Public Welfare, Health Department, hospitals
- ‘+and other -charitable public and pnvate institutions. The original and.

20 Sociology. o e L LT L e R
. - .. Socialization: The Goal of Sociology. Literally, sociglogy means the
7. study of human society: its origin, growth, structure, fungtion, group life,
. -customs, traditions, and institutions. It is sometimes defined as 2-science
-of “social engineering” in view of the fact that sqciety benefits itself from

- - the: painstaking study and research of the “Sociglogist. . The study of
" sociology is fascinating-because it deals with the most interesting subjects,
i o'such a8 eourtship and marriage, family relationy; class divisions: within
_gocjety, race relations, customs, membership to organizations; social prob- -
dems, .social cooperation, community urganization, werld-citizenship' and

- But the main function of sociology is the socialization-af the individuals

in human society. It develops the “we-feeling attitude”, the feeling of be

- donging to a given group and then still a larger group.. A socialized
. individual is a group builder. He is neither self-centered nor -self-appoint-
ed, but rather he is self-effacing. The idea of autocratic, centralized au-

As a matter of fact, the case-study method is being widely used -

*.ence ‘on-Sociology. in Geneva and- alsé at the First Biennial Corvention .. -
of ‘the Unesco ‘Philippine rfCommission «in° Manila' in. which ‘a paper on.

7 Ha ! a cs, "group”
dynamics, techniques of ‘interviewing, observation, case.studies; social ex- =~
periments and 'social surveys. -:The Community:‘Developinent: Prégram- =
“i=+jn ‘this country should benefit from the contribution that-trained so¢iolo- .- .

. creative aspects-of sociological development in this country are still want- = .
-ing, -and continued weakness here:-may  hamper matyred . development of .~

I

o * controlling ‘influgntes of “the law, customs, pomip ‘and" teretrion

@
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thority is foreign to him. His technique is neither prescriptive nor re-
pressive, but by the use of stimulation. suggestion and inspirauop.“the
capacity of his fellowmen is developed to the fullest extent. A socialized
individual is capable of stimulating the native capacity of his fellowmen
in order to arrive at the truth. His appeal and approach are varfed: sti-
mulating the best that is in the socialized personality. He inspires co-
operative action which alone can help attain the common good and gain
the abiindant life for all
. The téchniique of organization of the socialized individual éncotrages
his followers to exjpress thefiiselves intelligently; open up theé way fof his
fellowmen to make théir contributions to community life and to have their
ideas incorporated and interwoveh into the very texture of humar organ-
ization, The basi¢ prificiples of ofganization of the socialized individual
consists of arousing the il expression of individuals, and of organizifig the
~ 'hidtions’ of group members around 2 plan Which will enhance the Wwelfare
-+ of the group.  In #-Socialized ‘group leadership, there-is {ntep}gg\%;psgggf
" éonférence metliods and complete reliance on the prificiple of growth froin
within. - The mémbers-are disciplined by self-itposed fules @nid regulations.
- - “There-is a preHominance of intelligent and réaséhablé pérsuasion And ot

. thwiatrahted prescnphorf“ﬁin‘ﬂ‘uhposmon ‘Appeal is tnade‘to piiblic

“opinion; personal‘ideals and ‘énlightenmeifit, father than t6 t"hedogm i zitlc

o Pk Avgpeializel intlividubl sééks the opinioniof the ‘authoritative ahd ‘the
i ‘Fesponsible rheinbefs Of Soéiety of which he'is an integral part: A Social-
ized individaal is riot'énly respohsive to the néeds of human society, but
he is also responsible for ‘the discharge of his duties as a good citizen of
the Republic. In this Atotic Era the problem 'is not legal, nor political,
but largely ethiéal andl §0&ial. What is riceded therefore in an era which
has the mixed -characteristics of speed, precision, éxpénsé, -usefulness and
destructiveness, ‘are ‘then and women who think.clearly and who occupy
their places in human society gracefully. If these were assured, we ‘would
have-contributed something vital to our age.

7 Summary. - The devéloprhent of Sociology.in the Philippines is mark-

~ ed by-four distinct :stages: of development, namely; A

. - 7% 1: "THE stapé Whre éofsidefable ¢ffort was made in defining and de-

- 'téfmining the'field-of Sedslogy.- - ¢ 0T e
© ++ -7 Thé périod of ‘tonsidérable $pecializatioh‘in subject ‘matier -ap-

" Proack* Soublogical principles were ‘being employed as fmeans of _:;.mder-

standing local sotial-éonditions. - o S
. '8, "THe.stage when-the problems of teaching Sociology were met with
. &1l availablé téchsidués, slthough greater emphasis was still néeded ‘in the

- % -discovery and ‘af yis-of social data; and on the‘dgvgloping; reﬁmng and
5 pefecting of wew tethods of sotiological investigation. Thus, -the' search

- “for solations to-dll thése-may give fise to the fourth phase of ‘sdciological

" development, mamely; .

4 The sage.of research, expefimental and dynamic ‘Sociology. ~
A fifth §tage shiould be devéted to the formulation of sound social

7 - philosophical -thinkimg which will serve as the ‘basis of future planning, a

' conidition quite ‘neeessary-in nation-building.. This is one of -the biggest
and most g:;?m tasks the sociologists of our time should dedicate them-

" igéles-to, for-all good things are products of years of dedicated Life.



